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Officials see flu 
in South Florida 
getting worse 


Parents mourn 
death of boy, 12 


By SKYLER SWISHER 
Staff writer 


A particularly nasty flu 
bug is sending sniffling, 
achy people to South Flor- 
ida emergency rooms in 
droves and being blamed 
for killing an otherwise 
healthy 12-year-old West 
Palm Beach boy. 

Flu activity is on the rise 
in almost every Florida 
county, far surpassing even 
the peaks of previous sea- 
sons, according to the Flor- 
ida Department of Health. 

The worst is likely still to 


come in South Florida, and 
health officials are urging 
people to get vaccinated. 

At West Boca Medical 
Center, emergency room 
doctors are seeing at least 
five people a day with flu- 
like symptoms and double 
that amount in the chil- 
dren’s ER, Dr. Adam Leisy 
said. 

“We've been pretty busy,” 
said Leisy, who oversees the 
hospital’s emergency room. 
“People need to understand 
the flu can be very danger- 
ous. It can be deadly.” 

Particularly hard hit are 
day-care-age children and 
the elderly living in nursing 


See FLU, 6A 


‘HAMILTON’ TO RUN 5 WEEKS 
AT THE BROWARD CENTER 


By ROD STAFFORD HAGWooD 


Staff writer 


“Hamilton,” Broadway’s buzzi- ==; 
est musical and the hottest ticket of “% 


this century, is coming to Fort 
Lauderdale Dec. 18, 2018 through Jan. 
20, 2019. 

For five weeks, the winner of 11 Tony 
Awards will play the Broward Center 
for the Performing Arts in an unprec- 
edented lengthy run for a Broadway 
season offering in South Florida. 

“The demand of this show justi- 
fies the five-week run,” says Susie 
Krajsa, executive vice president 
of Broadway Across America, a 
presenter of touring Broadway i 
shows with a reach in 44 regional -j 
markets, including Fort Lauderdale 
and Miami. 


See PLAYS, 8A GETTY 
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Hamilton creator Lin-Manuel Miranda 


FBI corruption sting 
snares Hallandale mayor 


MIKE STOCKER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Hallandale Beach Mayor Joy Cooper is released from jail Thursday. She faces three felony charges after FBI agents 
met with Cooper and Hollywood attorney Alan Koslow over the course of several months in 2012. 


Tapes: Fake developers provided checks; ‘you guys have been greať 


By SUSANNAH BRYAN 
AND PAULA MCMAHON 
Staff writers 


HALLANDALE BEACH - Long- 
time Hallandale Beach Mayor Joy 
Cooper was charged with three fel- 
onies Thursday in a public corrup- 
tion case linked to disbarred Holly- 
wood attorney Alan Koslow. 

Cooper, 57, has been accused of 
meeting with wealthy land devel- 
opers who were actually undercover 
FBI agents pretending to seek politi- 
cal favor for a project in Hallandale 
Beach. She is alleged to have solic- 


ited and accepted $5,000 in political 
campaign contributions from them 
that were funneled to her through 
Koslow, court records show. 

The agents met with Cooper and 
Koslow over the course of several 
months in 2012 as part of a public 
corruption sting and the meetings 
were all recorded on audio or video, 
court records say. 

Cooper, who turned herself in to 
jail officials Thursday morning, was 
charged with money laundering, of- 
ficial misconduct and exceeding the 
limit on campaign finance contrib- 
utions. Each carries a maximum five- 


year prison sentence. She also has 
been charged with soliciting contrib- 
utions in a government building, a 
first-degree misdemeanor with a 
maximum one-year sentence. 

“We look forward to our day in 
court and the mayor’s vindication? 
said her attorney, Larry Davis. 
“Were extremely disappointed that 
the Broward County State Attorney’s 
Office is relying upon Alan Koslow, a 
disgraced and disbarred convicted 
felon, as the centerpiece of its case of 
alleged campaign finance violations.” 


See COOPER, 8A 


Training, luck aided pilot in chopper crash 
EENT ae Trump softens, risks 
Y LINDA TRISCHITTA _| Staff writer party backlash 
Before his helicopter crashed in The president expressed 
downtown Fort Lauderdale on Wednes- willingness to offer a path 
day, pilot Alex Marshall knew there was to citizenship for illegal- 
no way his aircraft would make it back to immigrant children. 
the nearby helipad. prompting one GOP outlet 
He needed to find a safe place to land to promptly label him “Am- 
during rush hour. And fast. nesty Don.” 3A 
“Its 5 p.m., there are buildings and 
people,” Marshall, 47, of Delray Beach, 
said Thursday. “But thank God.” T SAT aa Aa h 
Marshall, a flight instructor, said he or anti-Irump bas 
was piloting a 2008 Schweizer 269C- House Democratic Leader 
helicopter with student Sultan Saidmu- Nancy Pelosi joined U.S. i 
ratov, 26, at his side. The aircraft’s rear Rep. Debbie Wasserman MIKE STOCKER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
rotor broke off at some point before the j Schultz for a “town hall” at U.S. Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
hard landing at 350 SE Second St. The i = FAU. The Democratic Party and House Democratic leader Nancy 
helicopter’s skids appeared intact after AMY BETHIBENNETT/STAFE PHOTOGRAPHER icons criticized the tax Pelosi aimed to convince a college 
Instructor Alex Marshall, 47, of Delray Beach, left, with flight changes signed into law by crowd Thursday that the new tax cuts 
See CRASH, 8A student Sultan Saidmuratov, 26, of Kazakhstan. President Trump. 6A will harm them in the long run. 
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MOVE IN FIRST QUARTER 2019 
Enjoy your luxury residence an a quiet tree-lined street adjoining 

Fort Lauderdale Beach and its extraordinary array of restaurants, 

hotels and spas. 


ON BAYSHORE 


FORT LAU CERDALE BEACH 
e - 


Wrap around terraces for 180° views of the ocean and Intracoastal 
Two units per floor - FROM $1 MILLON 


BY APPOINTMENT ONLY GIG! GIUSTI 954.632.5554 MEGAN KOWALCHUK 954.895.7899 
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